Histopathologic resolution of adult liver transplantation adenovirus hepatitis with cidofovir and intravenous immunoglobulin: a case report.
Adenovirus (ADV) infections in adult solid organ transplant recipients, although rare, are associated with high mortality. There are no randomized controlled trials establishing the efficacy of specific treatment modalities. To our knowledge apparent response to treatment with combination therapy with intravenous cidofovir (CDV) and immunoglobulin (IVIG) has only been demonstrated in 2 adult renal transplant recipients in whom ADV was documented in body fluids only. We describe an adult liver transplant recipient diagnosed with ADV hepatitis based on positive immunohistochemical staining of a liver biopsy specimen, positive blood ADV DNA polymerase chain reaction (PCR), and treated with the combination of CDV and IVIG. We demonstrated both clearance of viremia and histopathologic resolution of the hepatitis despite the patient's fatal outcome. To our knowledge this is the only case documenting eradication of tissue-invasive ADV disease in any solid organ transplant recipient using CDV and IVIG. This case provides evidence to support the use of this drug combination, which has many potential toxicities that might discourage its use otherwise.